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O P E N I N G  R E M A R K S

with more than 23,000 members worl d-

wide. Academy membership is open to all

who have an interest in science. Al t h o u g h

all scientific disciplines are re p re s e n t e d

among the membership, biomedical sci-

entists and physicians are the largest

g roup. With an ove rall mission of ad-

vancing understanding of science and

t e c h n o l o gy, the Ac a d e m y’s major goals fo-

cus on science across disciplines and na-

tions, technology in economic pro g re s s ,

and building bridges between society and

s c i e n c e .

Along with seve ral other pro g rams, the

Academy organizes interd i s c i p l i n a ry con-

f e rences at re s e a rch frontiers which bring

together thousands of scientists, physicians,

educators, policymakers and others to dis-

cuss re s e a rch and explore new dire c t i o n s

for solving problems. Recent gatherings

h a ve looked at ways of dealing with the

West Nile Vi rus menace, the effect of wine

and alcohol on health and disease, the

emerging science of proteomics, the amyg-

dala, and eye movements, and immune

mechanisms of disease. The Academy al-

so publishes the prestigious scientific series

Annals of the New Yo rk Academy of Sci-

ences. The volumes, currently 28 per ye a r,

c over some of the most important cutting-

edge issues and re s e a rch findings in bio-

medicine and other key areas of the scien-

tific spectrum. The National Li b ra ry of

Medicine abstracts the Annals and access

to full text is a valued member benefit.

The Academy is pleased to partner with

Regimedia and American Physicians Fe l-

l owship for Medicine in Is rael for the pro-

g ram on bioterrorism; this is an are a

w h e re the Academy has been active for

some time. The anthrax scare of last fall

i l l u s t rates our vulnerabilities and under-

s c o res the need for planning and pre-

p a redness. We hope that this brief mono-

g raph will play a role in that dire c t i o n .”

Rashid Shaikh, Ph . D .

Di rector of Pro g r a m s

New Yo rk Academy of Sciences
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The New Yo rk Academy of Sciences is one of the world’s most

unique scientific societies. Founded 185 years ago, the Ac a d-

emy is both a regional and a global org a n i z a t i o n ,“
R A S H I D S H A I K H
New Yo rk Academy of Sciences
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