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In May of 2000, more than 93,000

family physicians re c e i ved FP Re p o rt
featuring the article, “Bi o t e r rorism: FPs

may be the first to sound the alarm .”
Mo re than a year later, on Se p t e m b e r

11th, our pre p a ration became prescience. 

The American Academy of Fa m i l y
Physicians has long been committed to

educating members on the appro p r i a t e
response to chemical, biological and

nuclear attacks. On September 11th
that education became essential.

T h ree weeks after the terrorist attacks
and just as the first anthrax case hit the

news, more than 2,000 family physi-
cians attended “The Family Ph y s i c i a n’s

Role in Recognizing and Re s p o n d i n g
to Bi o t e r ro r i s m ,” a lecture held at the

A A F P’s Annual Scientific As s e m b l y.
In Nove m b e r, we embarked on a full-

scale educational campaign to prov i d e
family physicians, other health-care

p roviders and the public with infor-
mation on detection, re p o rting and

t reatment of nuclear, biological and

chemical contagions.
In De c e m b e r, we launched a Web site

to provide family physicians, other
health care providers and the public

with the most up-to-date inform a t i o n
a vailable on bioterrorism. 

Family physicians play a unique ro l e
in detecting, treating and educating

about chemical and biological attacks.
As first responders, we must pre p a re for

the eventuality of an attack. We must
be able to re c o g n i ze obscure diseases and

d i f f e rentiate between an ord i n a ry flu
and flu-like symptoms caused by a

chemical or biological agent.
Not only must we be aware of the pro p-

er treatments for patients suffering fro m
conditions like anthrax exposure or

s m a l l p ox, we must also be able to con-
tain and re p o rt suspect cases in the in-

t e rest of public health. 
And we must be able to allay our pa-

t i e n t s’ fears as they face threats, real and
imagined. 

Twenty-four percent of all physician of-

fice visits are made to family physicians
– more than to any other specialty. We

w o rk in clinics, hospitals, nursing homes
and private practice. Our training fo-

cuses on the whole person and the whole
f a m i l y, from birth to death, and for

that reason we are first re s p o n d e r s .
We play integral roles in our commu-

nities where we are known as healers
and friends. Our patients trust us with

their lives. We shall continue to earn
this trust in all situations — includ-

ing the unthinkable — through a com-
bination of education, pre p a ration and

c o m m i t m e n t .
We will continue to collect and offer cur-

rent information to health pro f e s s i o n a l s
and the public.  We will plan for those

who can not or will not.  We are com-
mitted to doing our part. The Am e r i-

can Academy of Family Physicians and
our 93,500 members stand re a d y.”

Wa r ren Jones M.D.

“
President of The American Academy of Family Ph y s i c i a n s
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