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WARREN JONES EDITORIAL

President of The American Academy of Family Physicians

In May of 2000, more than 93,000
family physicians re c e i ved FP Report
featuring the article, “Bioterrorism: FPs
may be the first to sound the alarm.”
More than a year later, on September

11th, our preparation became prescience.

The American Academy of Family
Physicians has long been committed ro
educating members on the appropriate
response to chemical, biological and
nuclear attacks. On September 11th
that education became essential.
Three weeks afer the terrorist attacks
and just as the first anthrax case hit the
news, more than 2,000 family physi-
cians attended “The Family Physician’s
Role in Recognizing and Responding
to Biotermrism,” a lecture held ar the
AAFP’s Annual Scientific Assembly.
In November, we embarked on a full-
scale educational campaign to provide
Jamily physicians, other health-care
providers and the public with infor-

mation on detection, reporting and

t reatment of nuclear, biological and
chemical contagions.

In December, we launched a Web site
to provide family physicians, other
health care providers and the public
with the most up-to-date information
available on bioterrorism.

Family physicians play a unique mle
in detecting, treating and educating
about chemical and biological attacks.
As first responders, we must prepare for
the eventuality of an attack. We must
be able to recognize obscure diseases and
differentiate between an ordinary flu
and flu-like symptoms caused by a
chemical or biological agent.

Not only must we be aware of the prop-
er treatments for patients suffering from
conditions like anthrax exposure or
smallpox, we must also be able to con-
tain and reportsuspect cases in the in-
terest of public health.

And we must be able to allay our pa-
tients fears as they face threas, real and

imagined.

Tiventy-four percent of all physician of-

fice visits are made to family physicians
— more than to any other specialty. We
work in clinics, hospitals, nursing homes
and private practice. Our training fo-
cuses on the whole person and the whole
Jamily, from birth to death, and for
that reason we are first responders.

We play integral roles in our commu-
nities where we are known as healers
and friends. Our patients trust us with
their lives. We shall continue to earn
this trust in all situations — includ-
ing the unthinkable — through a com-
bination of education, preparation and
commitment.

We will continue ro collect and offer cur-
rent information to health proféssionals
and the public. We will plan for those
who can not or will not. We are com-
mitted to doing our part. The Ameri-
can Academy of Family Physicians and
our 93,500 members stand ready.”





