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for Medicine in Israel
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September 2001

Dear Readers,
It is with great pleasure and pride that the American Physicians Fellowship for Medicine in Israel
brings you the first volume of its new Judeo Medical Journal (JMJ). It is quite fitting that we launch
this project to coincide with Rosh Hashanah.  

A New Year!               A New Beginning!

The JMJ is a culmination of several years of planning an innovative medical publication. Its unique
feature is to integrate medicine with the fabric of Jewish life and experience. It will include a
wide spectrum of medical and scientific articles, coupled with Jewish culture, history, philoso-
phy and ethics. News of the Israeli medical and scientific community will also be presented.

We hope that you will embrace this Journal and its special vision of conveying current and inno-
vative insights into the world of Jewish Health and Medical World.

On behalf of the American Physicians Fellowship, I would like to take this opportunity to wish
you a Happy and Healthy New Year.

! hbvt hnw

Sherwood L. Gorbach, M.D.
President
APF

Editorial Sherwood L. Gorbach, M.D.

G R E E T I N G S
F R O M  T H E

P R E S I D E N T

O F  A P F

Editorial
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Partly owing to my friendship with its creator, the

journal has my enthusiastic support. Bruno Cohen

has long been concerned with the problems and

activities of Jewish physicians in France and in Israel,

and remains so today. Besides, I love beginnings.

In France, this review has received a warm welcome

by members of the AMIF (Organization of French

Jewish Physicians), as well as some major pharma-

ceutical companies. Both a vehicle and a link, it is

a common field of interest for physicians in remote

locations.

Of course, the initial aim of the journal is to interact

with Jewish doctors and let them speak out about

their major interests and issues.

Does this make it a medical journal dedicated to

Jewish medicine? No. Medicine is universal by def-

inition. It transcends national, religious and ethnic

borders. It belongs to all those men and women for

whom medicine is more than a mere profession. To

them, medicine is a vocation, which demands their

absolute faith and devotion.

Science and medical practice need have only one

goal: preserving life and bringing together all those

who lay claim to these vocations. As it used to be in

bygone days, being a doctor today is an honor. 

Elie Wiesel

Nobel Laureate for Peace

This medical journal is both original in its design

and new in its approach. It is intended not only

for Jewish physicians, but also for their non-Jewish

colleagues, and even for the patients that they

have the privilege to treat.

E L I e W I E S E L

Guest
Editorial -
Premier
Issue
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The development of Lactobacillus GG, the first probiotic of the era...

A Clear Focus on Medicine

The APF is an independent

organization and is not

affiliated with any political

or religious group. Its acti-

vities are focused only on

clearly designated goals related to the practice

of medicine in Israel and the United States.

A Commitment to Continuing Medical

Education

The Fellowship's CME conferences are accredi-

ted by Tufts University.  In keeping with its

longstanding commitment to medical ethics,

APF has taken the lead in providing a wide

array of programs that focus on this topic. 

The American Physicians

Fellowship for Medicine in Israel

A proud 50-year history

The APF is a 501c-3 non-profit 

organization supported by its members.

Its members are dedicated to the advancement 

of medical education, research and health care in Israel.

American physicians, health care 

professionals, donors, foundations and

corporate sponsors provide funding for

fellowship grants, research, equipment,

visiting lecturers and the sponsorship of

numerous other projects. These efforts 

have all contributed to the development 

of nearly all major medical 

institutions in Israel.

A B O U T T H E  A P F . . .

Eleanor Roosevelt and 
APF’s Dr. Solomon Ginsberg

APF 2001 Beacon street, suite 210, Boston, MA 02135 617 232-5382 www. Apfmed.org

Yes, I want to become a member of APF and connect with the next fifty years of medicine in Israel.

❑ Enclosed are my Annual membership dues $100.00
❑ Enclosed is my President’s Circle membership gift $1000.00

Please consider an additional donation :
❑ $750 ❑ $500 ❑ $360 ❑ $180
❑ $72 ❑ $36 ❑ other

Total: $

NAME

Address City

State/Prov.- Zip/Postal Code Country

Phone Fax Email

Specialty 

❑ CHECK (My check is enclosed payable to APF)
❑ VISA ❑ MASTERCARD

CARD #

EXP. DATE

SIGNATURE (cardholder)

A gift of appreciated securities will enhance the taxes advantages associated
with your gift. Please call us to learn more about transferring securities.

APF is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Your gift is tax-deductible to the extent
provided by law.







APF News 

and

Highlights

A L L E R G I S T S  F O R

I S R A E L
Allergists for Israel members held their business meeting on
Monday, March 19, 2001 while attending the AAAAI meeting in
New Orleans, La. Members congratulated Dr. Lyndon Mansfield
as he began his term as Chair of Allergists for Israel. Dr. Mans-
field presided over the business meeting and welcomed mem-
bers new and old. In an effort to create a Leadership Develop-

ment program,
increase AFI's mem-
bership and create
closer bonds with
I s r a e l , Ly n d o n
c a l l e d f o r t h e
renewed commit-
ment of the current
leadership and a

stepped-up recruitment initiative among the members. There
was agreement among the members that the organization was
important and worthwhile and should be galvanized by a vig-

orous campaign to
increase member-
ship and program-
m i n g i n N o r t h
America and in
Israel.
On Friday evening,
March 16, AFI and
American Physi-
cians Fellowship for
Medicine in Israel sponsored an Oneg Shabbat for 80 guests.
Academy members, delegates, fellows and guests gathered to
honor Dr. William Silvers, founder of Allergists for Israel, with
the Nathan Lass Award. Following the Oneg Shabbat, 45 mem-
bers, friends, family and guests gathered for a wonderful Shab-
bat dinner and listened to Professor Lawrence N. Powell talk
about his book, Troubled Memory: Anne Levy, The Holocaust,
and David Duke's Louisiana.
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APF News and Highlights Allergists for Israel

American Academy of Allergy, Asthma & Immunology exhibition Hall - New Orleans, Louisiana
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APF News and Highlights

During the fall of 2000, APF held two events in celebration of
our 50th anniversary.
On October 11, 2000 the four Deans of the Medical Schools in
Massachusetts were honored with the APF Distinguished Med-
ical Service Award at a Gala Dinner at the Fairmount Copley Plaza
in Boston.The featured dinner speaker was the renowned Dr. Ken-
neth Ludmerer, author of “Time to Heal”: “American Medical Edu-
cation from the Turn of the Century to the Era of Managed Care.”

On Monday, November 21, Dr. Isadore
Rosenfeld, world-renowned cardiolo-
gist, author of numerous health books
for the American public, medical editor
of Parade magazine and former presi-
dent of APF was honored with the APF
Distinguished Medical Service Award.
The gala event, held at Bridgewater’s in
New York City, was attended by more than 150 people including
the Honorable US Ambassador to the United Nations, Richard Hol-
brooke, and featured speakers Dr. William Thomton, former NASA
astronaut and Antonio Gotto, Jr., M.D., Stephen and Suzanne Weiss
Dean of the Weill Medical College of Cornell University.

One of the American Physicians Fellowship for Medicine in
Israel's basic missions has been to help train promising Israeli
doctors to become leaders in medicine, both in the Jewish state
and worldwide.
The fruits of that effort were there for all to see at the “Health in
the Holyland” symposium, co-sponsored by APF and held at Assaf
Harofe Hospital in Tzrifin in March. Israel Program Director Daniel
Goldfarb told the audience that APF now finds itself in the hap-
py position of seeing the more than 1,000 Fellows it brought to
the U.S. for training move into positions of leadership in Israeli
medicine, and subsequently into the top ranks of health care on
an international level.
Few better illustrate the point than Dr. Dan Michaeli, who cur-
rently serves as Chairman of Kupat Holim Clalit, Israel's largest
health maintenance organization; professor
of medicine at Tel Aviv University; and Chair-
man of Israel's National Institute of Occu-
pational and Environmental Health. Michaeli
was a featured speaker at the symposium,
appearing with Goldfarb to outline APF's dra-
matic impact on Israeli medicine.
Prof. Michaeli did his APF research fellow-
ship at New England Medical Center Hospital in Boston, under
the guidance of Sherwood Gorbach, M.D., professor of commu-
nity health and medicine at Tufts University and now APF's Pres-
ident. Then, in concert with APF's founder, Dr. Manny Glazier, Prof.
Michaeli launched Israel's first infectious disease department at
Tel Aviv's Chaim Sheba Medical Center.
After serving as an Israeli Army medical officer during the 1973
Yom Kippur War, Prof. Michaeli became a Brigadier General and
the Army's chief medical officer. He was director general of Israel's
Ministry of Health, the head of medical centers in Tel Aviv, and in
1992 assumed his leadership position at Kupat Cholim.
In their own ways, the 1,000 APF fellows have achieved their own
success stories, and will continue to do so. Medical care world-
wide will be the beneficiary.

APF

celebrates

50th

anniversary

U.S.-Israel

medical ties:

a success

story

Dr. Sherwood Gorbach, APF’s President

Dr. Isadore Rosenfeld

Dr. Dan Michaeli
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“ Your continued support for the benefit of our joint work enables
us to maintain our high standards of excellence.”
Prof. Menahem Fainaru - Chairman
Association of the Deans of the Faculties of Medicine in Israel

“ With your help, the young scientist-physicians are able to streng-
then their ties to research, which enables them to become bet-
ter physicians.”

Yaacov Matzner, MD - Dean, the Faculty of Medicine
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

“ Our since thanks for your contribution for the medical library
and the research program of our faculty.”
Prof. Menahem Fainaru - Dean of Medicine Tel Aviv University

“ I extend my deep appreciation to the APF for its activities in 
assisting medical education in Israel.”

Prof. Rivka Carmi - Dean, Faculty of Health Science
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

“ On behalf of the entire University community, I would like to 
express our deep appreciation for the contribution you have 
made to our further development and success - today, tomor-
row, and in the decades to come.”

Jill Moskowitz -The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

“ On my return home, I wish to express my sincerest thanks for 
your grants, which enabled me to study in the Graduate School 
of Public Health. I hope my training in the US will be of great 
help to me in my future work in my country.”

Dr. Moshe Leser

“ I wish to express my profound gratitude to the American Phy-
sicians Fellowship for presenting me with the Dynatech mini-
reader Elisa, for my autoimmune diseases research laborato-
ry. This research will help develop new antibodies, enabling 
better understanding of the autoimmune diseases mechanism. 
Your generosity has resulted in the first and most important 
booster for the establishment of the research laboratory."

Dr. Yehuda Shoenfeld

T A L K I N G  A B O U T A P F. . .

News from

APF Fellows

Lavy Klein, who was 2000 APF Fellow at Brandeis University,
has been named chair of the emergency committee at Ram-
bam Medical Center, a job that, he notes, has become crucial in
light of current political and military events. “I am using every-
thing I have learned at Brandeis,” he said in a recent email. “I can
definitively say that the efforts were not in vain, and that [the Uni-
versity's] Florence Heller [Graduate School] really prepares you
to do whatever you chose to do later on in life.”
Klein helped Rambam successfully bid for a military outpatient
clinic; he is also running the hospital's Internal Medicine Depart-
ment while his boss is on sabbatical. As if that were not enough,
he is also seeing patients in private practice three days a week.

Celina Stayerman has finished her APF Fellowship at the Mayo
Clinic in Rochester. “This has been a great experience for me,”
she writes. “Professionally I feel enriched.”
Stayerman, who is at Rebecca Sieff Government Hospital in Safed,
says, “It is a great challenge and interest for me to share this expe-
rience with members of our department.” She adds, “This expe-
rience will no doubt improve my practice as a pathologist and in
general will have a positive influence on my department and all
the departments we service.”
“It's hard for me to find enough ways to say 'thank you.' I know
that without your help, none of this would have happened. I am
very grateful.”

Another APF presence at the Mayo Clinic was Dafna Zontag,
a nurse who was sponsored through APF's Solomon Hirsh
Fund. Her program focused on pain management and pharma-
cological and non-drug pain relief methods. She also learned new
techniques for helping children prepare for surgery.


